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UNIONE SINDACALE DI BASE





LEGAL INFORMATION REGARDING YOUR INTERVIEW FOR ASYLUM
Who will I be interviewed by?
Your interviewer is a member of the Commissioni Territoriali per il Riconoscimento della Protezione Internazionale (Regional Commission for Granting International Protection) composed by members of different police forces, local authorities and members of the UN High Commission of Refugees. The officer conducting the interview is the one who will decide if you are granted asylum or another form of International Protection.

What could the outcome of the interview be?
1) You could be granted asylum and receive a refugee passport which is granting you the right to stay, the right to work and other social rights in Italy. You are free to travel to all countries except your home country. You are free to travel within the EU and to stay in any of its member states for up to 3 months. You have easier access to the Italian citizenship.

2) You could be granted subsidiary protection (= protezione sussidiaria). This includes residency documents for Italy to be renewed after 5 years and the right to work. You are free to travel within the EU and to stay in any of its member states for up to 3 months.

3) Your request for international protection could be denied, but you could nevertheless receive a residency permit (= permesso di soggiorno) for one year for humanitarian reasons, including access to the labour market.

4) Your request could be denied completely because the Commission thinks that your story is not true or that you are not in danger in your home country and that there are no reasons for not sending you back home.

What are your rights in the procedure?
Translators and signatures 
It is your right to have a translator during your interview, which should be at your service, translating everything you need to understand. If you don’t understand the translator well, due to his accent or lack of language knowledge, it is your right to ask for another one.

If you have the impression that the translator is not working properly, for instance translating long sentences of yours into short sentences for the Commission, it is you right to refuse his/her service and to ask the translator to be exchanged.

In all the procedure written words are more important than spoken words. Read all documents carefully before signing them. Make sure whatever you sign is translated to you in a language you understand. Otherwise don’t sign. It is you right to refuse to sign any document you don’t understand or agree with. With your signature you declare, that you understood and agree with the document. 
Make sure the written protocol of your interview in front of the Commission is translated from Italian to your language slowly and in detail. If you have anything important to add or if things you declared are missing or reported wrong, don’t hesitate to mention it and insist on these things to be changed or added.
The interview protocol is the most important document in the whole asylum procedure. It is very hard to add anything later you did not mention in the first interview.

Lawyer
You have the right to appoint a lawyer who is entitled to accompany you to the interview. You have to agree with the lawyer if you need to pay or not for this service. You are not obliged to appoint a lawyer for the interview.

Appeal
In case you did aren’t granted asylum it is your right to appeal. A proper Italian court and judge will decide about your request. Make sure your appeal you appoint a lawyer immediately after receiving the decision (writing the appeal takes time!). Make sure you give your lawyer strong reasons and provide her/him with detailed information (information form the internet etc.) about your case. Appeals which are presented too late will automatically be dismissed.
What is important to mention in the interview
You have to focus on the question why you had to flee/run away from your home country = the country you are a citizen of (if you are a citizen of Somalia but you were living in Kenya for a long time and had to flee from there, tell the commission why your life is endangered in Somalia (=home country), even if you fled from there many years ago. The Geneva Convention only protects you from dangers in your home country, not from dangers in the country you/your family fled to and were seeking refuge. This is the case even if you used to live in your country of origin (=home country) only during your childhood! Explain to the Commission why you can’t go back to your home country. Explain what would happen to you if you would return there now. Would you be imprisoned/tortured/killed/raped/kidnapped…? Why could not the police/the courts/the army/local authorities protect you?

The Geneva Convention grants protection for:
· Political activity: if your life in your home country is in danger because of your political ideas and activities (as activists, journalist, party member, family member/spouse of someone who is politically persecuted….), 
· gender: if your life is in danger simply because you are a women, and what is being done to women in your country of origin. For instance: forceful marriage, female genital mutilation, rape…
· ethnic origin: if your life is in danger because you belong to a certain tribe or people
· religious believes: if your life is in danger because of your religion or religious rules applied to you (for instance: punishment for marrying someone who is not of your religion)
· sexual orientation: if your life is in danger because you are homosexual

· in all the other cases where the state, its authorities and police/army are not able or willing to protect you against aggression and threats from others (because they are powerful or because you don't count anything)…

You need to explain to the Commission, why your life was threatened in particular. Why were you especially in danger, more than your neighbours or other members of your family?

You need to explain to the officers why there was no place safe in your whole country, for instance why you could not hide in the capital or in some remote village in another area.

You should explain what made the people/person endangering your life so powerful. Was it an influential political or armed group? An influential politician? Someone with links to the courts/police/the government? The officers do not necessarily know who is influential in your country and why. Make sure you give names and details about the persons endangering your life so the Commission can do some research about your story.
If you are risking to be imprisoned tell the Commission how prison conditions are like, if you have to fear torture or inhumane treatment or to be sentenced to death.
How can I prove that what I am saying is true and did really happen?
Your credibility is the most important thing! The interviewers have to understand that what you are saying is really true. If you were able to take anything with you from home, like documents, newspaper articles (from the internet), photographs proving your persecution, show them to the officers during the interview (take a photocopy of them before handing them in during the interview, in case the authorities lose them after you handed them in).

If you don’t have any documents, don’t worry. Most people don’t. Prove your insider knowledge of the situation in your country and your own dangerous situation by giving the authorities details about events in your country and exact names and positions of people you had to run away from. For the Commission and you lawyers it is possible to check on the internet if this information is true and is supporting your story.

Tell the commission which event made you finally decide that you have to run away. Give them all the details of that day, from the morning to the evening. Tell your story so vividly the officers can see it happen in front of them like in a movie. For instance: Tell them the number of people who came to threaten you, what they were wearing, what vehicles/arms they were using, what you said to them, what they answered, how they hurt/injured you, who else was there when it happened…

Give them the date, or at least the month or season it happened. 

Try to avoid getting confused about numbers/years linked to your life’s story. The Commission might think you made up the story and will question your credibility. Write down some details you want to mention in the interview before and take these notes with you to the Commission. It is your right to use notes during the interview supporting your memory.
Which questions I might be asked in the interview?
The officers will ask questions to know if you are really from the country you claim to come from. They might ask details about the geography of the place you lived in, football clubs, rivers, weather conditions, nature… in your country and your specific area. This is to check your credibility. If you do not know any of these details, tell them why. 

Which questions might be asked I should only answer shortly?
The officers always ask about how you got to Italy. Details about what you experienced on your way across the desert/the sea and persecution in transit countries might support your credibility but is not the main important question for you right to asylum. To be granted asylum it is only relevant if you are in danger in your home country. That is why you should absolutely focus on details about your reasons to run away, not on your trip to Italy. Remember: You will probably have only ONE interview. Make sure you tell the officers everything important in the FIRST interview.
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